PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE
Folkestone to Cliff End flood and erosion management strategy
Introduction
This is a response to the strategy which sets out the Environment Agency’s sea defence plans for the next fifty to one hundred years.                                             The strategy considers five very important general options:

No active intervention- this would involve no future works being carried out.

Do minimum/maintain- this would involve only works necessary to maintain the defences in their current form and position.
Sustain- this would involve work necessary to maintain the defences and increase their height so that the current level of flood risk would remain constant over the next one hundred years.

Improve- this would involve work to improve the defences which would reduce flood risk.

Realignment- this would involve the construction of new defences on a different alignment.
These terms are the key indicators to what the EA propose for each of the areas within the management strategy plan. 

The area has been split into individual sections:

A. Cliff End to Rother West Bank, B. Rother East Bank to Sandgate,                   C. Sandgate to Folkestone Harbour. 
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The EA has indicated that the consultation for each of the areas has to be agreed before the next stage can commence.
The good news is that the KCC have adopted the EA proposals for the defence of the Kent coast. This means that the Marsh will be defended to a 1 in 200 year’s standard for the next 100 years. The proposed defence plans for the Marsh are designed to have a life of at least fifty years. Other parts of Kent are not so lucky.

The outline design plans for our area are a major victory for the Marsh. This should be applauded as the EA needs and deserves our support. The devil could be in the detail, the local community needs to be engaged at every stage of these proposals as they are designed and developed.

The list of the areas with the EA recommendations.

Strategy Area A

Cliff End to Rye Harbour arm

Over the next 50 years of the strategy the EA propose to SUSTAIN the defences.

River Rother west bank, east bank and Rye Harbour arm

The EA propose to IMPROVE the defences along the east bank. Also REALIGN short sections of the defences at Rye Harbour on the west bank.

Strategy Area B (from Rother east bank)

Royal Military Canal

The EA propose to DO MINIMUM and monitor the banks and repair as necessary.

Camber Sands

The EA propose to DO MINIMUM monitoring the dunes and maintain the groynes.

Broomhill Sands

The EA propose to IMPROVE the defences along Broomhill Sands and Jury’s Gap. Renew the groynes and replenish shingle at the Camber end and at the other a rock revetment (target completion date 2015).
Lydd Ranges

The EA propose to IMPROVE the defences by reinforcing the Green Wall and re shingling the beach with timber groynes at the western end (target completion date 2020). 

Dungeness power stations and Denge Marsh Sewer

The EA propose to MAINTAIN the defence and review as the power stations decommission.

Dungeness power stations to Greatstone

The EA propose NO ACTIVE INTERVENTION but will monitor the beach levels.

Littlestone to St Marys Bay
The EA propose to SUSTAIN the defences by adding further shingle and if necessary raising the sea wall.

St Mary’s Bay

As the defences age the EA propose to IMPROVE them against the predicted rise in sea levels.

High Knocke to Dymchurch
The EA have IMPROVED the defences from the Martello tower to the Dymchurch redoubt (B), and will IMPROVE defences Dymchurch to High Knocke (A).
Hythe Ranges

The EA propose to IMPROVE the defences

Strategy Area C. (from Sandgate to Folkestone)

Hythe to Folkestone Harbour

Shepway Council has IMPROVED defences as part of the Hythe to Folkestone Harbour Coast Protection Scheme. The EA propose to IMPROVE by carrying out more works as required in the future.
Summary:
When the strategy is finalised and approved the EA will start developing the proposals for the four ‘new schemes’ in the strategy area. These are: Broomhill Sands £22m, Hythe Ranges £15m, Lydd Ranges £49m and River Rother east bank £7m.
Conclusion:

The main concern for people living on the Marsh is that until the last defence is in place we are all at risk. That said we must be thankful that the EA is committing themselves to defending the Marsh and holding the line. The slippage in timings for the Lydd ranges from 2012 to 2020 is a big worry, it is a long time to wait but I understand the ‘politics’ you have to do what is possible first. There are still battles to fight.
Recommendation:

We must accept the strategy and work transparently together with the EA to get the defences in place as soon as possible. The EA would be wise to work with and talk to the local communities, using their ‘local knowledge’ in detail designing of the schemes, taking on board their need for amenity access and use. With the projected increase in winter rainfall (+30% over the next 50 years, Defra) increased drainage and pumping capacity must be ‘dialled in’ at the design stage. We must all work together for the Marsh.
Cllr. Tony Hills 
New Romney Town Council

